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reached us a letter was brought to me containing a canvass of the old republican county of Delaware which shewed that my majority in that county had been understated, and was in fact sufficient to render my election 'Certain. I handed the letter to my sympathizing friend Counsellor Foot, whose countenance, notoriously not handsome, supplied an amusing commentary upon his recent condolences. When the steamer arrived at New York, early on Sunday mornins, Judge William W. Van JSTess of the Supreme Court, a very distinguished man, of whom I will have to speak hereafter, and Barent Gardinier, a famous federal member of Congress during the War of 1812, were standing arm in arm, on the wharf, and recognizing Thomas J. Oakley on the boat, they hailed him, and demanded to know the result of the election for Senator in the Middle District. His characteristic reply was that "Van Buren was on board, and they should ask him." The Judge only said " Come Gardinier, let us go," and they walked off without farther question, but meeting afterwards with a citizen of Eockland County, who- gave him a canvass of its election different from the one theretofore conceded to be correct, he came to my lodgings, and asked me what would be the result if Hocldancl had given the vote he named, to which I replied that in that case Mr. Livingston was certainly elected. He gave me the name of his informant and kindly assured me that the information might be relied on. Having received the official Canvass from the county of Kockland, the next morning, I reciprocated Judge ^'^all Ness' polite attention, by enclosing it in a. note which was delivered to him, whilst seated on the Bench, by that great man, in his way, High Constable Hays, and this ended all question on the subject.
From this period to the expiration of my Presidential Term I occupied, without the intermission of a year, responsible official positions either in the state or federal governments, two thirds of the time in the latter,—positions which made it niy duty to take active part in the discussion and settlement of almost every public question, in conjunction with or in opposition to many of the distinguished public men of the day.
It is of those questions, and of the measures produced by them,— of the ID arts taken in regard to them by myself and by my contemporaries, with my views of their characters and dispositions, that I propose to speak. I design to state as well how those subjects presented themselves to me at the time, as how far my first impressions have been changed or modified by subsequent experience or reflection.
I would shew myself unfit for the performance of this task if I were m>t deeply sensible of the obstacles to its satisfactory execu-127483°—VOL 2—20-----3
